
1 

St Andrews Church Magazine Feb/March 2022 

Church Magazine - February/March 2022  



2 

St Andrew’s Church Magazine Feb/March 2022 

WHO’S WHO at ST ANDREWS 
CHURCH FLOWERS  Mrs Penny Payne                             722419 

plpayne158’yahoo.com 

MOTHERS’ UNION 1st Thu 2.00 pm Hilary Whitwell                                  483481 
hilarywhitwell@aol.com    

ST ANDREW’S LADIES 3rd Thu 7.30 pm Chairman Doreen Hancock               521366 
email contact Jane Lawrence 

neilandjanelawrence@yahoo.co.uk  

CHOIR    Fri before 1st & 3rd Sundays 7.30 pm  Mr Brian Reid                            712034 
1953breid@gmail.com 

SEWING GROUP Thursdays Mrs Roz Goodfellow 483380  

WALKING GROUP varies Malcolm & Rosalind Robinson        519741 
robinson.malcolm@btinternet.com  

ST ANDREW’S RUNNERS Wed 6:30 pm Sarah Hargreaves  07790 001768  

CARD MAKING  Friday 2.00 pm Enid Joyce                                          722621 
emjoyce@hotmail.co.uk   

   

ART GROUP Friday mornings Jeff Pell 
Stephen Burwell 

481559 
524306  

CONNECT Sunday  4.00 pm Ruth Connolly                ru.ru@hotmail.co.uk  

YOUTH AT ST ANDREW’S 

SUNDAY CLUB Sun 10.00 am Claire Barber   07709 34908  

LITTLE ANDS (+ adult) Thu 9.30 am 
in term time 

Sue Merrifield 
donandsuemerrifield@gmail.com   

BEAVER SCOUTS Tue 5.45 pm Rebecca Clark   
beaversstandrews@gmail.com    

CUB SCOUTS Tue 6.30 pm Karen Osborne                        07990 952276 
karen.osborne@hotmail.co.uk  

SCOUTS Tue 7.30 pm Kirsty Bathe                             07898 293108 
thebathes@googlemail.com   

GROUP SCOUT LEADER     Karen Osborne                        07990 952276 
karen.osborne@hotmail.co.uk 

RAINBOWS Mon 6.00 pm Carly Swanell  07975 718586  

BROWNIES Mon 6.15 pm Julia Grunhill 07930 916443 

GUIDES 
Senior Section Rangers 

Mon 7.30 pm 
Alternate Fri 

Mrs Cara Earl  ( after 6pm)     
Rosemary Rayner                       

07795 007582     
520051 

ST ANDREW’S TRUST (CHURCH ROOMS) 

TRUSTEES Please contact Churchwardens (see back page) 

ROOMS BOOKING SECRETARY Mrs Pat Elmore 517207 

ST ANDREW’S CEVC SCHOOL 

OFFICE  Grafton Street NN16 9DG 512581 
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FROM THE VICARAGE 

The magazine is back! 

In the previous issue of the church magazine, St Andrew’s was 
saying goodbye to Rev Nick and looking ahead to what its future 
might hold. Little did we know that an almost 2-year break would 
take place between then and now.   

A lot has happened in that time and yet also, not a lot has 
happened. If you think back on any particular year (pre pandemic), 
you might think of special holidays, milestone celebrations, the 
meeting of a new member of the family. 2020 and 2021 have had 
far fewer of these milestones.  

Of course, the things we do remember we all shared. From the first 
lockdown, the second and the third, tiers systems and slogans such 
as hands, face, space. As a country and even globally we have 
shared an event that links us all together.  

But as the saying goes: we’ve been through the same storm, but 
not the same boat.  

As this new year brings glimmers of hope, some of us will return 
quite quickly to our 2019 lives, trying to pick up where they left off. 
Others will find their boat did not allow them that luxury and they 
are no longer the same person who went into that storm.  As we 
start to rebuild from two years of closure, many of us are finding the 
courage to recognise the wounds that did not get treated properly in 
this time.  

We have all been running on survival mode for so long, that those 
things which would normally have been dealt with have been left to 
grow. Not only in physical cases of the severe backlog of medical 
issues that have been left unresolved, but also in our relationships 
and our own mental health.  

I am consistently encountering people, both within and outside the 
church who are no longer speaking to a family member because of 
hurt caused these past two years. Or a relationship which has had 
to carry on because of necessity, but now those grievances have 
burst out all at once, stored up like a powder keg wating to explode.  

How do we navigate this next season of recovery and rebuilding 
after the pandemic? Firstly, lets recognise what we have lost. To 
mourn alongside one another and recognise we each sailed this 
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storm in different boats. From the new parents that came home to 
an empty house, to the weddings that were only able to have a 
handful of people and to those who grieved for a loved one alone 
and no wake to celebrate the memories they left behind. This is not 
about who had the worst boat, but standing alongside one another 
and recognising and mourning with them in their lowest moments.  

Secondly, lets rebuild slowly but with people at the centre. I 
remember after the first lockdown, I had such high hopes for what I 
would do differently when it ended. Spend more time with the 
family, ring people up more often, go have a drink in the pub with 
friends. Interestingly by the time the second lockdown came, I had 
fallen back into all my old habits of over filling my time with things 
rather than people. Many of the lessons we learnt such as: how 
important friendships were, that church could take place anywhere, 
that we could do so much more if we were a part of our local 
community, have been easy to forget as we attempt to make sense 
of this new landscape, but consistently in the Bible, it is in the 
biggest upheavals in people’s lives where they learnt the most 
important lessons.  

We have a long road ahead of us and it certainly feels 
overwhelming, especially whilst nothing can be taken for granted at 
the moment, yet perhaps this is the time to focus on those wounds 
that need to heal, look to how we can put those things we learnt at 
the forefront of our lives and most of all rely not in our own strength 
but God’s.  

I pray this magazine encourages you as we rebuild and recover 
together. 

Every blessing   

Rev Tom    

Out of their mouths 

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments 
with her five and six year olds. After explaining the commandment 
to "honour" thy Father and thy Mother, she asked, "Is there a 
commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and 
sisters?" 

Without missing a beat one little boy (the oldest of a family) 
answered, "Thou shall not kill."  
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ST ANDREW’S LADIES 

Owing to the pandemic we hadn’t met since February 2020. 

September 2021 was our first meeting when Tom our Vicar came 
and gave us a talk with slides entitled ‘My Journey to St Andrew’s’ . It 
was really interesting. He was originally from Portsmouth and went to 
his local Baptist Church as a child. After leaving school he signed up 
for an apprentice scheme at the Frontier Centre in Irthlingborough 
where he was for just over two years. Attending a Spring Harvest in 
Skegness he met his future wife Emma. In 2014 he was accepted for 
training as a vicar and began his degree in theology at Bristol. After 
finishing  his degree he became curate at Burton Latimer . In 2020 the 
Archdeacon mentioned and encouraged him to have a chat with our 
churchwardens, which he did and took the job. During coffee he sat 
with us and chatted. 

In October Edward Burton a retired Salvation Army Major gave us a 
talk on his time with the Army. He trained as a teacher and his first job 
after qualifying was in a school for blind children in Africa which he 
found really rewarding. The Army moved him around the country and 
when he became a Major he ended up in Kettering. He enjoyed his 
time here and when he retired he decided to return and now does 
voluntary work for the Army. 

In November we had Pandora from Age UK who told us about their 
work in Northamptonshire and of the benefits that are available - 
many that we did not know about - and lots of help that is available. 
One example was helping people to get back home after a stay in 
hospital if they had no close relatives to arrange for help in their 
homes. She told us if we had any queries Age UK may be able help 
or put us in touch with the right people.  

In December we had a stall at the Christmas Fair which went really 
well and by the end we had very little left from our ‘Pick a Parcel’ stall. 
We delivered plants to the elderly of the congregation, they were 
delighted with them and pleased to be remembered. We had a 
Christmas Quiz complied by Penny & Roger Payne - it was hard but 
good fun - we finished the evening with our own refreshments. 

Following our AGM it was decided that during the winter months we 
would meet on a Friday afternoon 2-4pm. 

Our next meeting is Friday February 18th when our 
speaker will be Bobby Civil. His talk is entitled “Have 
Gavel Will Travel” followed by a ‘Bring and Buy’ 
New members are very welcome to join us 

Coffee/Tea Feb - Jane & Christine  March - Sue Cullup & Rosalind 

 Doreen 
How long did Cain hate his brother?    As long as he was Abel 



6 

St Andrew’s Church Magazine Feb/March 2022 

ST ANDREW’S WALKING GROUP 

Motto: When you walk, your steps will not be impeded (Proverbs) 

The 2022 walking season starts in March (details below) but as 
this is the first magazine for a while we thought we could give 
some highlights of 2021. 

Because of restrictions and uncertainty the first walk did not take 
place until May 2021 but during that month we did 4 walks to 
support Christian Aid’s 300,000 step challenge. 

New walks during the year included around Castle Ashby (nice 
stretch by the river), Medbourne (friendly cows), Gretton (slightly 
lost through chatting so much) and Grendon. One of the most well 
attended walks was around Titchmarsh Nature Reserve which 
strangely did not include a café stop. 

Refreshment halts 
during the season 
included pubs at 
Elton, Cogenhoe and 
Wadenhoe (the ever-
dependable Kings 
Head), a nice craft 
workshop serving 
coffee and cake at 
Hallaton, tea and 
cake in our garden 
and Christmas cake 

and biscuits at the playground shelter at Wicksteed Park. The 
elongated break at Grendon Hall was certainly an experience and 
not one we plan to repeat! 

Some 110 people came on the 11 walks during 2021 and thanks 
go to all those stalwarts who turned up. It was great to welcome a 
number of new people who have recently moved to Kettering.  

Everyone is welcome to come along and a good walk is known to 
do wonders for mental wellbeing and improving mood as well as 
providing an opportunity to get to know people. DH Lawrence and 
Marcus Aurelius both suggest that to embrace change is to 
experience life more fully and more naturally so alter your inbuilt 
behavioural patterns and try coming for a walk. 
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March Walk -  Friday March 25th 6.5mile circular walk from 
Maidwell meeting at 10am at the Draughton crossing car park of 
the Brampton Valley Way. Coffee stop near the end of the walk at 
The Stag in Maidwell. Please let us know if you are coming by 
Weds March 23rd. 

Malcolm and Rosalind Robinson 
01536 519741  robinson.malcolm@btinternet.com 

1. In 1916 St Andrews became a separate Parish. Who was the 
first vicar?  a) C A Tupholme   b) F J Burt   c) T J Browne 

2. Organist and Choirmaster Brian Reid has been associated with 
the choir for how many years? a) 59 years b) 62 years c) 55 years 

3. Name all the supermarkets in the Parish? 

4. Rev Tom Houston grew up in which town?   
a) Portsmouth   b) Plymouth   c) Penzance 

5. How many people live in the Parish? (2020)  
a) 6,746  b) 5,812  c) 8,102 

6. Of the 122 people on the Electoral Roll how many actually live in 
the Parish?  

7. In 1972 St Andrews appeared in what national TV Programme? 
a) Panorama   b) Nationwide   c) Songs of Praise 

8. Which artist was responsible for the Children’s corner? 
a) Arthur Chough   b) Henry Bird   c) William Starling 

9. What insect is depicted in the West Window? 

10. Who is the only woman on our War memorial? 
a) Ruth Simpson   b) Mary Greene   c) Helen Knibb 

11. What animal is carved on the altar table? 

12 When was the North aisle added?  a) 1925   b)1923   c) 1927 

Answers at the bottom of page 17 

With thanks to Malcolm for this quiz 

ST ANDREW’S 150 years Quiz 

What do we have that Adam never had?      Ancestors. 



8 

St Andrew’s Church Magazine Feb/March 2022 

Averil Phillips & Family 
Independent Funeral Directors 

A Caring and Personal Service from our 
Family Run Firm, 24 hours a day 

Tel: 01536 511197 
When you need a funeral director turn to a locally owned independent 

funeral service, for Kettering, Corby and the surrounding areas. 
Privalte Chapel of Rest, Floral Tributes, Catering, Memorials and  

pre paid Funeral Plan available. 
 

 
 
 

Email: info@averilphillips.co.uk  •  Web: www.averilphillips.co.uk 

Northampton House 
Station Road, Kettering 
Northants, NN15 7HH 

87 Rockingham Road 
Kettering, Northants, 

NN16 8LA 

JOHN BLACKWELL 
Artist and Picture Framer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Colour, Oil Painting 
Ink Drawings 

Chross Stitch & Tapestry Framing 
 

Visit the Studio at 
7 Lindlay Drive, Desborough,  

Northants, NN14 2JX 
Telephone 01536 763933 

 
When replying to adverts 

please mention  
you saw them in 

 
St Andrew’s News 

 
To advertise in this  

magazine please contact 
 

Chris Curchin 
 

 tel 01536 711750 
chris.curchin@ntlworld.com 
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Two Little Boys 
A couple had two little boys, ages 8 and 10, who were excessively 
mischievous. The two were always getting into trouble and their parents 
could be assured that if any mischief occurred in their town their two 
young sons were in some way involved. 

The parents were at their wits end as to what to do about their sons' 
behaviour. The mother had heard that a clergyman in town had been 
successful in disciplining children in the past, so she asked her husband 
if he thought they should send the boys to speak with the clergyman. 

The husband said, 'We might as well. We need to do something before I 
really lose my temper!' The clergyman agreed to speak with the boys, 
but asked to see them individually. The 8 year old went to meet with him 
first. The clergyman sat the boy down and asked him sternly, 'Where is 
God?' 

The boy made no response, so the clergyman repeated the question in 
an even sterner tone, 'Where is God?' Again the boy made no attempt to 
answer. So the clergyman raised his voice even more and shook his 
finger 'WHERE IS GOD?' 

At that the boy bolted from the room and ran directly home, slamming 
himself in the closet. His older brother followed him into the closet and 
asked what had happened. The younger brother replied, 'We are in BIG 
trouble this time. God is missing and they think we did it.' 

Well Fancy That! 
A young monk arrived at the monastery and was assigned to help the 
other monks in copying the old canons and laws of the church by hand. 
He noticed that the monks were copying from copies not the original 
manuscripts. The new monk went to the Old Abbot and pointed out if 
some one had made a small error in the first copy it would probably not 
be picked up. The Abbot said “Well we have been doing it like that for 
years, but you have a good point”. So the Abbot went down to the caves 
under the monastery where the original manuscripts were archived - 
they had not been opened for hundreds of years.  

Hours go by and when the Abbot had not reappeared the new monk 
goes to find him. He finds him sitting on the floor bang his head against 
the wall and saying over and over,  “No R we missed the R!”. The young 
monk says “What is wrong, father?”.  

The Abbot replies, “The word should have said ‘CELEBRATE’ !!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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What is Lent? 

Lent is a Christian Festival - it is the period of forty fast days and 
Sundays before Easter. In the past it was a long, strict religious 
fast when people gave up all rich food. The day before Lent starts 
is known as Shrove Tuesday. This was the day when all the rich 
foods were eaten up in preparation for the Lent fasting.  

Lent is the time when Christians prepare for the greatest Christian 
festival, Easter, by thinking of things they have done wrong. It was 
a time for spring-cleaning lives, as well as homes. 

What happens during Lent today? 

The Christian church no longer imposes a strict fast. Lent is a time 
when some Christians try to overcome their own faults because 
they believe that it was man's sin which led Jesus to be crucified. 

Some Christians try to follow the example of Jesus in the desert by 
giving up luxuries and practising self-discipline. They try to put 
aside more time to prayer and religious acts so that they can really 
let God into their lives. Many churches hold special Lent services. 
In some towns the churches of different denominations join 
together in groups to discuss and share their Christian faith. 

When does Lent begin? 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and lasts for six and a half 
weeks. It is a moveable feast which means the date changes from 
year to year. This year Ash Wednesday is on 2nd March. 

What happens on Ash Wednesday today? 

Many Christians will attend a religious service where the ashes are 
blessed and placed on their forehead. The ‘ashes’ are often made 
by burning last years palm crosses and mixing them with holy 
water to make the greyish paste used during the service. 

For Christians, ashes are a symbol of being sorry for things they 
have done wrong and want to get rid of forever. It is also a 
reminder to them that we all come from ashes, and to ashes we all 
will return. Many Christians also believe this marks the physical 
and spiritual beginning of their personal Lenten journey. Palm 
Sunday celebrates Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem, so 
when the crosses used in the last years Palm Sunday service are 
converted to ashes, worshippers are reminded that defeat and 
crucifixion followed triumph. 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT LENT? 
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When does Lent end? 

Lent ends at Easter when Christians remember the crucifixion of 
Jesus and then celebrate his rising from death. 

The last week of Lent begins with Palm Sunday, It celebrates 
Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem for the Jewish festival of Passover. 
Great crowds of people lined the streets waving palm branches to 
welcome him. The people were very excited. They spread 
branches on the road – and even laid down their clothes. They 
shouted 'Hosanna!' which means 'Save us Now!' 

The last day of Lent is Holy Saturday, the day before Easter 
Sunday. In the Roman Catholic Church, Lent officially ends at 
sundown on Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday), with the 
beginning of the mass of the Lord's Supper. 

Why does Lent last for 40 days? 

Lent is a time when Christians remember the 40 days and nights 
Jesus spent alone in the desert being tempted by the Devil. Jesus 
used this time to prepare for His work by fasting and praying. 

So, as in the Bible, Christians spend forty days in preparing 
themselves to rejoice at the resurrection of Jesus at Easter. 

Sundays are always a day of celebration in the Christian church 
and so they are not included in the 40 fast days of Lent.  

 

Interesting Fact 
The number 40 is a special number in the Bible.  
It signifies preparation for something special: 

The rain lasted down for 40 days in the mighty flood 
Moses stayed on Mount Sinai for 40 days 

Jonah gave the people of Ninevah 40 days to repent  
Jesus spent 40 days in the desert before starting his ministry  

and there are 40 days in Lent. 

Lent Lunches 
The Social Committee are hoping to hold Lent Lunches 

 in the church rooms on Fridays 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th March  
and 1st & 8th April from 12 noon to 2pm   

 

And also a  Hunger Lunch 
 for Christian Aid on Good Friday 15th April. 
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Beginning in Lent, St Andrew’s church will be hosting two 
courses to explore the Bible, and to introduce Christianity  

 

So, what are they all about? 
 

8 week ‘The Bible’ course 
 

The Bible is a big and complicated book to read and for many it 
can be difficult to know where to start. Maybe you’ve been part of a 
Bible study group before and want to build your confidence so you 

can study the Bible on your own, or maybe you need help 
connecting together the bits you’ve been reading.  

The Bible Course is a great resource, whether you are familiar with 
the Bible or just starting out 

 

11 week ‘Alpha’ course  
Alpha has been designed to cover the basic foundations of 

Christianity and can benefit anyone who is keen to explore the 
building blocks of faith. From topics like: who is Jesus, why pray 
and what is the church, this will give you a space to learn and 

discuss the questions that are important to you.  
This can also be a great way into exploring your faith, if you are 

considering Confirmation 
 

What will it look like?  
We will meet together in groups of around 3 to 8 people. 

 

The groups will meet at different times in the week and either be on 
zoom or in person. 

 

We will watch the 20-30 minute video together for that session and 
then there will be around 30 minutes for discussion. 

 

Fill in the sheet, on the blue board at the back of church, with the 
best times you would be available, whether you would prefer 

online or in person and which course and we will be in touch to link 
people up together. 

 

Please email or phone Rev Tom Houston, to find out more. 
revtomhouston@gmail.com or 01536 601564 
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Taken at the 150th Anniversary Service 

Sonnet 19 by John Milton 
When I consider how my light is spent  

When I consider how my light is spent, 

   Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide, 

   And that one Talent which is death to hide 

   Lodged with me useless, though my Soul more bent 

To serve therewith my Maker, and present 

   My true account, lest he returning chide; 

   “Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?” 

   I fondly ask. But patience, to prevent 

That murmur, soon replies, “God doth not need 

   Either man’s work or his own gifts; who best 

   Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state 

Is Kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed 

   And post o’er Land and Ocean without rest: 

   They also serve who only stand and wait.” 

 

Editor - Usually remembered for it’s last lines 

How do you know that atoms are Catholic?       They have mass  
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 Tue 1st 

5.45 pm Beavers  

6.30 pm Cubs  

7.30 pm Scouts  

Wed 2nd 

10am Communion 

Thu 3rd 

MU AGM 

Fri 4th 

 

Sat 5th 4th Sunday before Lent 

8am Said Communion 

10am Morning Prayer (choir) 

4pm Connect 

Mon 7th 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 8th 

5.45 pm Beavers  

6.30 pm Cubs  

7.30 pm Scouts  

Wed 9th 

10am Communion 

Thu 10th 

Fri 11th 

 

Sat 12th 

7:30pm Wine 
Tasting in the 
church rooms 

3rd Sunday before Lent 

10am Church Parade 
(band) 

 

Mon 14th 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 15th 

 

Wed 16th 

10am Communion 
inc MU Corporate 

Communion 

Thu 17th 

 

Fri 18th 

2.00pm  
St Andrew’s Ladies 

Sat 19th 2nd Sunday before Lent 

10am Morning Prayer (choir) 

4pm Connect  

 

Mon 21st 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 22nd 

5.45 pm Beavers  

6.30 pm Cubs  

7.30 pm Scouts  

Wed 23rd 

10am Communion 

Thu 24th 

 

Fri 25th 

 

Sat 26th 

Arts Centre 

Comedy Club 

Sunday before Lent 

10am Communion (band) 

 

Mon 28th 

10am A time to pray 

   

FEBRUARY 
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 Tue 1st 

5.45 pm Beavers  

6.30 pm Cubs  

7.30 pm Scouts  

Ash Wed 2nd 

10am Communion 

7:30pm Sung Com-
munion (choir) 

Thu 3rd 

MU Kay Short 
giving a Lent 
Meditation 

Fri 4th 

12-2pm Lent 
Lunches 

Sat 5th 

2pm Film 
‘Peter Rabbit’  

1st Sunday of Lent 

8am Said Communion 

10am Sung Communion (choir) 

4pm Connect 

Mon 7th 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 8th 

5.45 pm Beavers  

6.30 pm Cubs  

7.30 pm Scouts  

Wed 9th 

10am Communion 

Thu 10th 

Fri 11th 

12-2pm Lent 
Lunches 

Arts Centre event 

Sat 12th 

ARTS DAY 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

10am Morning Prayer (band) 

Mon 14th 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 15th 

5.45 pm Beavers  

6.30 pm Cubs  

7.30 pm Scouts  

Wed 16th 

10am Communion 
inc MU Corporate 

Communion 

Thu 17th 

 

Fri 18th 
12-2pm Lent Lunches 

2.00pm  
St Andrew’s  Ladies 

Sat 19th 3rd Sunday of Lent 

10am Sung Communion (choir) 

4pm Connect 

Mon 21st 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 22nd 

5.45 pm Beavers  

6.30 pm Cubs  

7.30 pm Scouts  

Wed 23rd 

10am Communion 

Thu 24th 

Fri 25th 
10pm 6.5mile 

walk - Maidwell 
12-2pm Lent 

Lunches 

Sat 26th 

Arts Centre 

Comedy Club 

4th Sunday of Lent 

10am Morning Prayer (band) 

Mon 28th 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 29th 

5.45 pm Beavers  

6.30 pm Cubs  

7.30 pm Scouts  

Wed 30th 

10am Communion 

Thu 31st 

MARCH 
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Street Pastors making a difference 
The Street Pastor teams set up in several towns in the diocese over the 
past two years are out and about on most Saturday nights, but especially 
so over the Christmas and New Year period.  

In Corby the scheme has a rota of 31 trained Pastors drawn from many 
church denominations in the town. Since they started their patrols in July 
2010, the Police have noticed a significant drop in the number of alcohol 
related incidents in Corby village (where most of the pubs and clubs are). 
Indeed they have asked the Pastors to start sending a team elsewhere in 
the town on Saturday nights so see if they can have the same beneficial 
effect. 

“We have the ability to infiltrate areas where the authority figures like the 
Police may spark aggression. That is because we are non judgmental and 
will give time and love to anyone,” said Fiona Covington, one of 
Northampton’s Street Pastors. “Jesus commanded that we should go out 
and spread the good news. In this day and age actions speak louder than 
words and I feel that this is my way of spreading the word through action.” 
All Street Pastors are trained not to preach but “to help, to care and listen.” 

“We feel so encouraged by the people of Corby,” says Fiona Anderson. 
“We are starting to see the same faces and people come up to us and 
continue conversations where they left off last time they saw us. They 
want to be listened to.” 

In Kettering, where there are 34 Street Pastors from 16 churches, this was 
their first festive season. Co-ordinator Fiona de Boltz says the streets 
were crowded but had a positive and good natured spirit. 

Anyone interested in training as a Street Pastor, offering prayer support 
during their patrols, or making a donation towards training and equipment 
costs will find more information at www.streetpastors.org.uk .   

Editor - I have been involved in the church magazine now for over 10 
years and thought it would be interesting to see what was in the magazine 

10 years ago. This is the first of what I hope will be a regular feature. 

It is quite appropriate as we had a talk about Street Pastors just recently 
and Tom & Claire have witnessed their work for themselves 

From the Church Magazine 10years ago 

http://www.streetpastors.org.uk
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All sections were busy in the run 
up to the end of the year,  As a 
group we managed to hold our 
Carol Service and Leader 
Pantomime and it was lovely to 
see so many parents in church 
to celebrate with us.  As a treat 

at the end of the year we took all the young people to Gravity Bounce 
at Corby, this was enjoyed by all and the Leaders took the opportunity 
to get together afterwards for a meal. 

We returned to section meetings on Tuesday 18th January. Beavers 
started the year off, finding out what everyone had been up to, playing 
games and doing some baking. Tom joined the Cubs for the evening 
and helped them earn their Faith Badge. The Scouts went on a hike in 
the dark 

Our hope for 2022 is to increase our Cub numbers and to be able to 
offer every young person a nights away experience. 

Karen (GSL) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

?   Answers to Malcolm’s Church 150 years Quiz (Page 7)  

  1. a) C A Tupholme    2. a) 59 years  
  3. Aldi, ASDA, Sainsburys, Iceland, Food Warehouse 
  4. b) Plymouth;  5. b) 5,812;  6. 9;    7. c) Songs of Praise;   
  8. b) Henry Bird     9. Butterfly     10. c) Helen Knibb     
11. Mouse 12. a) 1925  

Well what a 24 hours. Claire and 
Rev Tom joined Kettering Street 
Pastors on their patrol and their 
eyes were certainly opened (see 
photo). What incredible people, 
street pastors are, who volunteer 
their time to bring peace and 
support to so many in our town. 
They then had a quick sleep after 
finishing at 3am and then the fun 
continued, 7 hours later the 
wonderful Karen joined us for our 
Sunday service to share with the 
church what they do. Thank you 
Street pastors, you are such a 
blessing to Kettering.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Tributes have been paid to Kettering-born Second World War veteran Reg 
Payne, who has died aged 98. His war service saw him take part in 
Bomber Command's raids on targets over occupied Europe, including ten 
over Berlin when the survival rate for crews was just one in four. 

Paying tribute to his dad, Reg's son David said: "I was so proud of my dad 
and what he achieved in his life. He was a fun man and he made a lot of 
people laugh. He always had a smile on his face. I never heard anyone 
say anything bad about him. I don't know how he found the time for all the 
painting." 

Reg was born in Washington Square in 1923. After attending St Mary's 
Primary School he moved to the Parish School in Horse Market. At the 
age of 14 he left full-time education and found work at the British Legion 
offices in Rockingham Road.  

Two years later, war was declared. Wanting to follow elder brother Arthur 
into the RAF, Reg had to be content with joining the Local Defence 
Volunteer Force - later the Home Guard. David said: "One night he was 
on duty guarding the railway bridge in Pytchley Road with another man. 
They stopped a van and asked to see their papers. The driver said to the 
corporal in charge 'I don't mind being stopped, but can you tell that young 
lad (my dad) to stop pointing his rifle at me'. The corporal said 'don't worry 
mate I've got the bullets in my pocket'." 

At the age of seventeen-and-a-half, Reg volunteered for the RAF and  
volunteered with the Air Training Corps to enable him to train as a 
wireless operator and air gunner like his big brother. At the end of the 
training he was chosen to be part of the crew led by pilot Michael 
Beetham (later appointed Marshal of The Royal Air Force). Stationed at 
RAF Skellingthorpe near Lincoln, the crew would use the lights on the 
cathedral towers to navigate back to their base. 

David said: "Dad sat in the warmest part of the aircraft and he could look 
out over the wings, and that's how one day when they were on a training 
mission he saw that an engine was on fire. "Dad shouted 'port outer on 
fire' to let the pilot know. The engine caught fire and that's when dad 
joined the 'Caterpillar Club' (people who had used their parachutes). 
Hurtling out of the plane he grabbed for the ripcord but the parachute 
didn't open. As he was tumbling down he realised he was pulling his belt 
so finally he pulled the D ring and the chute opened. He was the only one 
who saw the plane crash because he was much lower than the others." 
Years later Reg visited the crash site, close to RAF East Kirkby airfield, 
where he found parts of the plane that he recovered and made into a 
model. 

It was while in Lincoln on a night out he bumped into his wife-to-be Ena. 

Reg Payne 1923 - 2022 
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She refused to get married until the war had finished so it was in October 
1945 they were finally married at the United Reformed Church in London 
Road, Kettering. Reg wanted to be posted to Desborough but instead 
was posted to a Forward Repair Unit in Burma. 

After being demobbed, Reg and Ena settled down to married life with son 
David born in 1947. 

David said "He would always speak about his experience and he wasn't 
traumatised by it, but at night he would have bad dreams. I think he was 
re-living it. He did a lot during the war and he would tell you about it but it 
wasn't boasting." 

Reg found a job as an engineer at Whitfield, Hodgson and Brough in 
Lawson Street until in 1965 he was head-hunted to maintain the 
machinery in the workshop at Kettering Technical College. 

It was when he had a health scare at the age of 35 that his family doctor 
suggested he take up painting for relaxation - a hobby that lasted a 
lifetime. Concentrating on a subject close to his heart, Reg painted 
scenes of aircraft and landscapers and he produced more than 400 
paintings. A member of the Kettering and District Art Society, he 
preferred to give his paintings away rather than to sell them. Keith Hill, a 
professional artist and friend of Reg, said: "He was a very accomplished 
artist and he helped me on my painting 'Safely Home' inspired by him. 

After his first wife Ena died in 1988, Reg joined a walking group where he 
met second wife Freda. They married in 1990 and moved to Rothwell. 

After her death in 2012, Reg collaborated on his wartime memoirs with 
Kenneth Ballantyne in the book 'First Wave' published in 2013. It sold out 
of the 4,000 copies that were printed. 

Reg died on Saturday, January 8. He leaves his brother Brian, son 
David, grandchildren Joanne, Kerry & David and 7 great-grandchildren. 

Reg at Kettering War Memorial 

Reg's Lancaster - Dave Payne's  
most treasured painting by his dad 

Editor - we acknowledge material from to Northants Evening Telegraph  
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Welcome back to all our readers and a belated Happy New Year 
from all at the Mothers’ Union.  

Towards the end of the year a few meetings were held in the 
Loasby Room.  Some of our older members, unfortunately, are no 
longer able to attend meetings but we are pleased to welcome Sue 
Merrifield into our fold.  Ann Toms and Angela James closed the 
Cransley Branch and joined us as permanent members.   

We are privileged to have Peter and Margaret Bell attend our 
meetings as Diocesan members. 

 ‘Rev’d Canon Tim Short and Justice Tayo Osoba  
at the Mary Sumner Day Service held at St. Andrew’s’  
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When the Senior Lunches are held, we provide coffee/tea from the 
end of the Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion Wednesday 
Service until 11.30 am prior to the lunch.  Unfortunately, the 
January Senior Lunch was cancelled but we look forward to the 
next one. 

At our first meeting in January at Epiphany, Margaret Bell had 
prepared a short Service around the story of the Three Kings.  This 
was a very enlightening view of their journey from the aspect of the 
three Kings. 

Following this we had a few reminiscences of the past two years 
and how it affected us.  This led on to stories of holidays we 
managed to take and seeing our families.  Then we tucked into our 
Epiphany Party food. 

Next Meetings  

Thursday, 3rd February 2022 which will be the AGM and a short 
talk from Claire Barber the St. Andrew’s Intern.  We will continue to 
wear masks and to be honest do not really notice that the windows 
and door are open. 

Our March Meeting will be on Thursday, 3rd March and we look 
forward to Kay Short giving a Lent Meditation. 

MU Corporate Communions – Wednesday, 16th February and 
16th March at 10 am.  Followed by coffee  

Why did Adam and Eve do maths every day? They were told to be fruitful and multiply.  

Men's Lunches  

The next meeting of the "Old Boy's" Lunch Club is at the  
Thornhill Arms Rushton  on Wednesday 9th February  

at 12.30 for lunch at 1.00pm   

Please let Jeff Pell know if you wish to attend by  
Sunday 6th February .  

Should you require transport please contact Jeff Pell (481559)  
or Peter Ison (512516)  
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2 for 2022  
Prayers for a New Year  

Have you noticed how important things now often 
have a number as well as a name? Coronavirus is 
Covid 19 and the United Nations Conference in 
Glasgow on tackling the global climate crisis was 
COP 26. 

Those two numbers represent the two greatest 
challenges facing all of us as we enter a new 
year. Covid 19 continues to endanger individuals 
and threatens to overwhelm our Health Services. 
We are all part of the response to COP 26 and the Church of 
England has committed itself to reaching Net Zero Carbon 
emissions by 2030. As a diocese we aim to play our part in 
achieving that ambitious, but achievable goal. 

Care for one another and care for God's creation both reflect our 
faith in Jesus Christ who cared enough to share the life of our 
world. Here are two prayers for 2022, one for each of these great 
cares. 

A Prayer in the midst of Covid: 
Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour, and to care 
for those in need as if we were caring for you.  In this time of 
anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, and 
to assure the isolated of our love, and your love, for your name’s 
sake. Amen.  (Church of England online resources) 

A Prayer for God’s Creation: 
Creator God, who made our beautiful world, appointed us as its 
guardians and gifted us with everything we need. Forgive us for the 
times we cause it harm; for the times our way of life affects our 
neighbours. Inspire us to care for the environment; to help rebuild 
lives and communities; to share in the griefs and anxieties, joys 
and hopes of all your people, so that all your creation may flourish. 
Amen. (Stephen Davies/CAFOD) 

With my prayers and best wishes for a safe and fruitful New Year, 
  
+John (Bishop of Brixworth) 

FROM THE DIOCESE 
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As we reach Candlemas on 2nd February we 
finally wave a fond farewell to Christmas and 
Epiphany and all that goes with the great season 
of celebration. At this point, Jesus begins to move 
from childhood to adulthood and the bulk of the 
gospels to do with his life and death and 
resurrection unfold through the following pages. 
After Candlemas Jesus finds his voice. We have 
so much to look forward to at this time of the 
church’s year. The lectionary between Candlemas and Good 
Friday and then Easter through to Pentecost and beyond speaks of 
the Jesus who changes the landscape of our lives. Indeed, he 
changes the landscape of history.  

A less significant ‘February event’ happened on 6th February 1783. 
Lancelot Brown died. Who? Lancelot Brown? He was a gardener. 
A gardener? He was England’s greatest landscape gardener. 
Really? But we remember him by another name. We call him 
Capability Brown. Ah yes. If you walk through Burghley Park in 
Stamford, you see the handiwork of Capability Brown. Or if you 
want to travel further, try Blenheim Palace or Stowe or Chatsworth. 
In these grand surroundings you will see the work of the great 
Capability Brown. He was called ‘Capability’ because of his habit of 
describing the great ‘capabilities’ of his clients’ landscapes. On a 
website dedicated to him, it says this: 

Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown changed the face of eighteenth century 
England, designing country estates and mansions, moving hills 
and making flowing lakes and serpentine rivers, a magical world of 
green - he changed the landscape.  

Jesus, through his death on the cross and his resurrection from the 
tomb, changes the landscape of our existence. We no longer drag 
the accusing weight of the past behind us. We are forgiven by his 
grace and given hope and a future. Jesus looks at your life and 
sees great capabilities. It may be February and we may be 
surrounded by a pandemic – but that is great news.  
  
     Richard Ormston (Archdeacon of Northampton) 

Why do they say 'Amen' at the end of a prayer instead of 'Awomen'? 
The same reason they sing Hymns instead of Hers!  
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Date Sides persons Welcomer Linen Silver  Cleaning 

  10.00am 10am     

30-Jan 
Jenny Coombs,   
Val Cleaver 

John Mark  
Edmundson 

    

06-Feb 
Heather & Malcolm 
Abrams 

Angie McPhee Val Cleaver 
Doreen Hancock 
Cynthia Gunthorpe 

13-Feb 
Christine Dornan, Clare 
Smith,  Hilary Whitwell 

Clare Smith    

20-Feb 
John Mark Edmundson,   
David Cox 

Debbie Cox      

27-Feb 
Sharon Craxton,  
Terry Smith 

Beryl Maylan     

06-Mar 
Ros Goofellow,  
Jane Lawrence 

Brenda Weaver Jenny Coombs Hilary Whitwell 

13-Mar 
Doreen Hancock,  
Magie Jones 

Ros Goodfellow     

20-Mar 
Joy Morson,   
Debbie Cox 

Karen Osborne     

27-Mar 
Ann Stockham,  
Penny Payne 

John Mark  
Edmundson 

    

03-Apr 
Jenny Coombs,   
Val Cleaver 

Angie McPhee Christine Smith  
Doreen Hancock 
Cynthia Gunthorpe 

Date Coffee after 10am service Church Cleaning 

30-Jan 
Rosalind Robinson,  
Fiona and Paul Sweeney 

Zoe and Lucy   

06-Feb Helen Roberts  Angie Mcphie Hugh Marks Heather & Malcolm Abrams 

13-Feb Don and Sue Merrifield Nick Maple 

20-Feb Maggie & Ivor Jones Janis & Ian Bell Suzanne, Gil 

27-Feb Ann Stockham, Penny Payne, Angela Curchin Christine & Terry Smith 

06-Mar Irene Clifford, Claire Smith, Kirsty Bathe Don & Sue Merrifield 

13-Mar St Andrews Ladies  Ailish Avery and Sharon Craxton 

20-Mar 
Rosalind Robinson,  
Fiona and Paul Sweeney 

Rosalind & Malcolm Robinson 

27-Mar Helen Roberts, Angie Mcphie, Hugh Marks Tammy and Eva 

03-Apr Don and Sue Merrifield Zoe and Lucy   

ROTAS 

How did Joseph make his coffee?        Hebrewed it! 
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Date Intercessor Reader PowerPoint Tech  E.a  

30th Jan Roger & Penny Mike Smith Nick Maple   Brenda 

6th Feb Rosemary Sylvia   Peter Bell 10am Sylvia 

13th Feb John-Mark     Uniformed Organisations? 

20th Feb Gareth Ivor   Michael Kane x 

27th Feb Brenda Rosemary Nick Maple   Rosalind 

2nd Mar 
Ash Wed 

Malcolm Sharon   Peter Bell Paul 

6th Mar Sylvia 
Graham 
Litster   John-Mark 

8am Jill 
10am Fiona 

13th Mar John Scott Hillary   x 

20th Mar Rosalind Graham D.    Michael Kane Don 

27th Mar Julie Jane John-Mark   x 

3rd Apr  Sue Barbara   Peter Bell 8am Christopher 

READINGS 

6th February 1 Corinthians15:1-11  Luke 5:1-11 

13th February Parade TBC  

20th February Revelations 4             Luke 8:22-25 

27th February  2 Corinthians 3:12-42    Luke 9:28-36 

2nd March  Lent Course Readings       Story 

6th March   Lent Course Readings       Story 

13th March Lent Course Readings        Poetry 

20th March  Lent Course Readings       Prophets 

27th March  Lent Course Readings        Gospels 

3rd April   Lent Course Readings       Letters 

Date Church flowers  

30th Jan Ann/Angie 

6th Feb - 

13th Feb Rosemary Harradine 

20th Feb Ros Goodfellow 

27th Feb Jill Dove 

No flowers in Lent   

6th Mar 

13th Mar 

20th Mar 

27th Mar 

3rd Apr  

Thank you to everyone who signed 
up to do Church flowers which are 
now placed on the font as a welcome 
to the Church. However I still really 
do need a few more people to  
complete the rota. 

If you feel you can help 
or would like to know 
more please contact 
Penny Payne  tel 722419 or 
email plpayne158@yahoo.com 
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Friday 11th March 2022 8pm (doors 7.30pm) 
JOHNNY’S HAPPY PLACE  

Invites you to  
ACOUSTIC EMPYRE  

plus support acts  
WOLF MOON & KEIRON FARROW 

Tickets £10 (Under 12’s free) 

ROLLING IN THE AISLES COMEDY CLUB 
with Mc Lorna Shaw 

Saturday 26th February 2022 8pm 
Headliners Mitch Benn,  

Comedians Herbie Adams & Stephen Laing 
£10 (£12 at the door) 

also on 
Saturday 26th March 2022 8pm 

and 
Saturday 23rd April 2022 8pm 

Book for all 3 dates and only pay for 2

Saturday 12th March 2022 
COMMUNITY ARTS DAY! 

Do you have a skill in any area of the arts and could offer a 
workshop/session/lesson for the public?  We would love to have 
art, dance, music, magic, pottery, circus skills, poetry, singing, 
craft or any area of arts during our community day. 
 

If you are interested and would like to offer your services or skills 
to the public (and advertise your business for free), please get in 
touch via Facebook or email office@ketteringartscentre.com or 
talk to Tom Houston.  

Why did God create man before woman?   
Because He didn’t want any advice on how to do it. 
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Jack Warwick Funeral Services 

A funeral plan leaves nothing 
to chance and provides 
peace of  mind for you and 
those you care about  

We recommend Independent Way funeral plans 
from Golden Charter, the UK’s largest provider of  
plans to independent funeral directors like us. 

Taking out a funeral 

plan is one of the most 

thoughtful decisions 

you could make  

Ask for more information today 

Jack Warwick Funeral Services  
2a Wallis Road, Kettering, Northants, NN15 6NX 

Call (01536) 485635 

With an Independent Way funeral  
plan you’ll benefit from: 

• Protection against rising funeral costs 

• Reassurance for your family - no  

uncertainty or difficult decision 

• Complete flexibility to choose the  

funeral you want 

THE Independent Way 
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