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CHURCH FLOWERS  Mrs Penny Payne                             722419 
plpayne158@yahoo.com 

MOTHERS’ UNION 1st Thu 2.00 pm Hilary Whitwell                                  483481 
hilarywhitwell@aol.com    

ST ANDREW’S LADIES 3rd Thu 7.30 pm Chairman Doreen Hancock               521366 
email contact Jane Lawrence 

neilandjanelawrence@yahoo.co.uk  

CHOIR    Fri before 1st & 3rd Sundays 7.30 pm  Mr Brian Reid                            712034 
1953breid@gmail.com 

SEWING GROUP Thursdays Mrs Roz Goodfellow 483380  

WALKING GROUP varies Malcolm & Rosalind Robinson        519741 
robinson.malcolm@btinternet.com  

ST ANDREW’S RUNNERS Wed 6:30 pm Sarah Hargreaves  07790 001768  

CARD MAKING  Friday 2.00 pm Edna Joyce                                         722621 
emjoyce@hotmail.co.uk   

ART GROUP Friday mornings Jeff Pell 
Stephen Burwell 

481559 
524306  

CONNECT Sunday  4.00 pm Ruth Connolly                ru.ru@hotmail.co.uk  

YOUTH AT ST ANDREW’S 

SUNDAY CLUB Sun 10.00 am Claire Barber   07709 34908  

LITTLE ANDS (+ adult) Thu 9.30 am 
in term time 

Sue Merrifield 
donandsuemerrifield@gmail.com   

BEAVER SCOUTS Tue 5.45 pm Rebecca Clark   
beaversstandrews@gmail.com    

CUB SCOUTS Tue 6.30 pm Karen Osborne                         
karen.osborne@hotmail.co.uk  

SCOUTS Tue 7.30 pm Kirsty Bathe  
thebathes@googlemail.com   

GROUP SCOUT LEADER     Karen Osborne                         
karen.osborne@hotmail.co.uk 

RAINBOWS Mon 6.00 pm Carly Swanell  07975 718586  

BROWNIES Mon 6.15 pm Julia Grunhill 07930 916443 

GUIDES 
Senior Section Rangers 

Mon 7.30 pm 
Alternate Fri 

Mrs Kara Earl  ( after 6pm)     
Rosemary Rayner                       

07795 007582     
520051 

ST ANDREW’S TRUST (CHURCH ROOMS) 

TRUSTEES Please contact Churchwardens (see back page) 

ROOMS BOOKING SECRETARY Mrs Pat Elmore 517207 

ST ANDREW’S CEVC SCHOOL 

OFFICE  Grafton Street NN16 9DG 512581 

WHO’S WHO at ST ANDREWS 
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FROM THE VICARAGE 

Welcome to our June and July edition of our church magazine. It is 
such an encouragement for all who put this magazine together, to see 
how well the church has responded to its restarting, especially when 
we keep running out of copies and have to print more. Thankyou to 
everyone who has contributed to this edition and helped us spread the 
word about what is happening at St Andrew’s church. 

At the beginning of May we held our first APCM, in person, since the 
pandemic and there was a hopeful and positive atmosphere. We are 
delighted to welcome Christine back for another year as 
Churchwarden and also introduce Barbara Carter, who has served as 
Churchwarden before, during Rev Colin’s time. With the church just 
finding its feet after being rocked by covid, I hope you agree it is 
comforting to know the church is in safe hands with the both of them. 
Despite a few long standing and faithful PCC members stepping 
down, we are still almost at full capacity and have a wide breadth of 
ages and backgrounds to draw from at our monthly meetings. Do hold 
those who have stood for another year in your prayers.  

At the APCM we reflected back on the year we’ve had, one of 
reopening, but also remembering. Many things have returned and 
bloomed with a ferocity that is encouraging to watch. We are seeing 
over 15 families a week attend Little Ands toddler group, Sunday club 
normally hits double figures and the Arts Centre has welcomed over 
2000 people through its doors. We are regularly seeing new faces and 
old attend our Sunday services and we were able to pay our bills and 
parish share in full, alongside giving 10 percent to other charities and 
paying for our arts centre administrator, an intern and for three lay 
worship leaders to complete their training courses. Of course it’s not 
all about numbers, the blooming of flowers are important but if our 
roots are not strong enough, a light wind can blow us over. Seeing 
what is happening under the surface is harder to measure, but the 
feedback from the Bible Courses is very encouraging with many 
people speaking about how much it has helped them discover and 
grow in their faith.  

I have been particularly encouraged in seeing people step up into new 
forms of leadership. Our three new worship lay-leaders, Sandra, 
Bethany and David have been a real joy to watch them discover their 
own talents in leading us in worship. Each bring a unique addition to 
our services and please join me in encouraging and praying for them 
as they complete their course at the end of July.  
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ST ANDREW’S CHOIR 

Of course, there are still challenges for this new year, our three values 
give us some focus in growing as a church and I hope you will join me 
in praying for these areas of growth. 

Arts - We pray for new leaders and new people to take a risk and 
explore their gifts and discover what they can offer through St 
Andrew’s 

Belief - We pray for greater depth in our belief, that we would 
encourage each other to go deeper in our faith. 

Community - We pray for those who are attracted to what St Andrew’s 
has to offer, may feel part of the body of the church and find their place in it.  

So, a lot to be thankful for and much to do, but let me finish my piece with 
some wise words from St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 3:7  

It’s not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s 
important is that God makes the seed grow. We can get caught up in what 
we have done, but let us never lose sight that ultimately God deserves all 
the glory for the growth we see around us and pray earnestly that he would 
continue to lead us this year as we listen to him.   

Every blessing  

Rev Tom 

The first service led by the RSCM Voices (South) Choir since January 
2020 was a Choral Evensong held in Rochester Cathedral on Monday 
2nd May, I was the sole representative of our choir, and It was brilliant 
to be able to come together and sing with some “old” friends.  

The music used there included Responses by Clucas  Evening 
Canticles by Harwood (in A flat), the Introit “Jesu, the very thought of 
Thee” by Bairstow, and the Anthem “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace” by SS Wesley, using words taken from the Book of Isaiah 
chapter 26, Psalm 139 verse 11, 1 John chapter 1, and Psalm 119 
verse 175 :- 

  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
  whose mind is stayed on Thee, 
 

  The darkness is no darkness with Thee, 
  but the night is as clear as the day. 
 

  The darkness and the light to Thee, 
  to Thee are both alike. 
 

  God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
  O let my soul live, and it shall praise Thee. 



5 

St Andrews Church Magazine June/July 2022 

  For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
  for evermore. 

  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
  whose mind is stayed on Thee. 

Rochester was very busy on the day, as it happened to be their annual 
“Sweeps Festival” - A Sweeps festival is a traditional holiday that 
chimney sweeps enjoyed on May Bank Holiday each year. After 
working throughout the winter, they would welcome the much- needed 
break by processing through the streets of Rochester, accompanied by 
the Jack-in-the-Green – a 7ft green giant character.  With the passing 
of the Climbing Boys Act in 1868 it was illegal to employ young boys to 
clean chimneys and the processions gradually stopped. 

Gordon Newton, founder of the Festival explains that 40 years ago, he 
was a musician for a Morris side called Boughton Monchelsea. Motley 
Morris (who helped developed the festival in the early years) and he 
celebrated the traditions of May festivals and wanted to carry on the 
legacy. Charles Dickens vividly describes the Sweeps celebrations in 
his book, Sketches by Boz, in the scene, First of May. 

This international celebration of folk music and dance has become one 
of the largest May Day celebrations of its kind in the world. For three 
days historic Rochester is transformed into a riot of colour and sound 
with the best musicians and bands on the folk circuit and hundreds of 
Morris dancers from across the country clattering their clogs and 
clashing their sticks up and down the high street. 

Rochester Sweeps Festival is steeped in tradition, brilliantly unique, 
truly unforgettable and ever so quirky…and it is well loved. It is one of 
the largest gatherings of Morris sides in the world, with the streets, 
parks, bars and pubs of historic Rochester filled with live folk music 
and dance over this three-day spectacular. 

As a result of the Festival, and a group of cyclists on a pilgrimage from 
Blackheath in London having arrived in Rochester that morning, there 
was a very large congregation, such that there was very little room for 
them to sit in chancel ! 

The next occasion when the RSCM Voices (South) Choir will be 
singing together is a Choral Evensong in Peterborough Cathedral on 
Saturday 9th July @ 5.30pm. The annual Diocesan Choral Festival is 
due to take place there on Saturday 8th October, also @ 5.30pm; this 
will involve some members of our choir. Any members of our 
congregation would be most welcome to join us on either, or both, of 
those occasions. 

Brian Reid 
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2pm  -  5pm 
Saturday 30

th
 July 2022 

at 

28 Hall Lane, Kettering 
 

To celebrate God’s own country  
come and enjoy tea/coffee and a range of  

Yorkshire delicacies with raffle and quizzes 
 

Ticket £4 - includes unlimited tea/coffee plus a cake 
(Further cakes can be purchased @ £1 each) 

 

Ticket available from  

Jill Dove tel 01536513084 
Sue & Gareth Ogden Tel 01536 483603 

Rosalind & Malcolm Robinson Tel 01536 519741 
Brenda & John Weaver Tel 01536 517669 

Next meeting of the "Old Boy's" Lunch Club 
 The Thornhill Arms, Rushton  

Wed 8th June at 12-30 for lunch at 1-00pm 
All men are welcome to join us 

 Please let Jeff Pell know if you wish to attend by Sun 5
th
 June  

Should you require transport please contact  
Jeff Pell (481559) or Peter Ison  (512516) 
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Good News - Holiday at Home is back! 

“Country Lanes” 

After a gap of 3 years we are delighted to say that Holiday at Home 
is up and running again. It will take place on Monday 8

th
, Tuesday 

9
th
 and Wednesday 10

th
 of August in the Church Rooms. The invites 

are now being delivered. If you wish to come and do not receive an 
invite please let Ros Goodfellow or Rosalind Robinson know! Below 
is the outline of the programme. You are welcome to come to all or 
some of the events. 
 

Monday 
From 10am Coffee 
Welcome and introduction 
Craft and other activities on the theme 
12.30pm Lunch 
2pm Songs of Praise in Church 
Tea and Cake 
 

Tuesday  
9.30am Travel by coach to Van Hage Garden Centre,  
Peterborough. 
12.15pm approx leave the Garden Centre for the Sondes 
Arms in Rockingham. 
1.15pm Lunch at Sondes Arms 
Return to Kettering mid afternoon. 
 

Wednesday 
10am Holy Communion in Church 
Coffee 
11.15am Ukulele Band 
12.30pm Lunch 
2pm Film in Church  
Tea and cake 
U3A Singing for Pleasure 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming you back for this special 
occasion. 

The world tongue twister champion just got arrested. 
I hear they’re going to give him a really tough sentence  
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At our April meeting we brought mementoes and gave little stories 
about them.  Some people forgot to bring their mementoes (that 
was Pam) or for others it was too precious to bring and they 
described them.  All had various memories of past places or people 
and some even up-to-date memories.  There was a small bird that 
when in the sun glowed on it and through it during lockdown, it 
reminded the person of all the birds outside.  A very suitable item for 
the time of year was a carving of the last 
supper.  It was explained where and how this 
was bought and what made it an inaccurate 
pictorial carving but beautiful all the same.  One  
person even brought Bible Examination 
Certificates from when they went to Sunday 
School. A small teapot, an elephant, jewellery all 
went up to make wonderful memories for people 
and we were privileged to hear the stories 
behind them.              This photograph is the ‘Daisy’ that Pam forgot. 

Our May meeting was our opportunity to say goodbye to Marian and 
Richard Quinney who are returning to Wales next month. Marian 
has been a well-loved member of our Mothers’ Union Branch and 
was our Branch leader for a number of years. We started our 
meeting off with a hymn chosen and led by Marian ‘For the beauty 
of the earth’. We then had prayers including a special one for 
Marian and Richard as they move back to the town where Marian 
was born. Our theme for our meeting was ‘Where were you born 
and why did you come to Kettering’. We had some lovely long 
stories and completely lost track of time. When we realised that it 
was time for tea and cakes, we had only heard from half of our 
members present, so we decided that we would have to continue 
the theme at our July meeting on 7

th
 July. We did find out that two of 

our members present had been born in Oldham and only three had 
been born in Kettering. Our thanks to Joy for making a lovely cake 
for our goodbye celebrations. Marian was presented with a Mothers’ 
Union scarf, and we do hope she will think of us when she wears it.  

Prayer for Marian and Richard: 
As we say goodbye to our loved ones, Marian and Richard, we 
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entrust them into your care. We pray for 
happiness and joy to be ahead of them, for 
wisdom and guidance to be beside them, and for 
grace and truth to be behind them, pushing them 
onwards into your goodness. We know that you 
will always love and protect them, wherever they 
go. Amen.  

Mother’s Union Quiet Day 
On Saturday 14

th
 May 2022 about twenty MU 

members gathered at Higham Ferrers Church for 
a Quiet Day. 
It was a beautiful day in so many ways, 
spiritually, weather wise, hospitality from Higham 
Ferrers branch members and with lovely fellowship too. The day 
was led by Debbie Smith-Wilds, MU member and curate at 
Uppingham. She spoke about ‘Transformation now!’ and we 
considered how we could all be part of transforming our 
communities, ourselves, and our MU branches. After some talk and 
discussion, we were invited to think in silence for ¾ of an hour using 
the outdoors or the Church building. There were some lovely 
resources in and around Church for us to use as we wished; a 
finger labyrinth to pray, other prayer spaces, pieces of scripture to 
contemplate and places in the churchyard to sit and pray. 

After lunch it was the same pattern of talk and quiet time concluding 
at 2.30pm with a communion service together. We all left Higham 
feeling refreshed and thankful. 

Wednesday 29
th

 June – A visit to Maggie and Ivor’s garden at  
1 Windermere Road.  Further details will be given out later.  

Thursday, 7
th

 July – A follow up to how, why and when you or your 
parents came to Kettering. 

MU Corporate Communions – Wednesday 15
th
 June and 

Wednesday 20
th
 July both at 10 am.  Followed by coffee. 

Pam Walden 

A little girl finally got to attend a wedding for the first time. While in the 

church, the girl asked her mother: “Why is the bride dressed in white?” 

The mother replied to the girl: “because white is the colour of happiness 

and it’s the happiest day of her life today.” After a little bit, the girl looks up 

at her mother and said: “So then, why is the groom wearing black?” 
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Averil Phillips & Family 
Independent Funeral Directors 

A Caring and Personal Service from our 
Family Run Firm, 24 hours a day 

Tel: 01536 511197 
When you need a funeral director turn to a locally owned independent fu-

neral service, for Kettering, Corby and the surrounding areas. 
Private Chapel of Rest, Floral Tributes, Catering, Memorials and  

pre paid Funeral Plan available. 
 

 
 
 

Email: info@averilphillips.co.uk  •  Web: www.averilphillips.co.uk 

Northampton House 
Station Road, Kettering 
Northants, NN15 7HH 

87 Rockingham Road 
Kettering, Northants, 

NN16 8LA 

When replying to adverts please mention  
you saw them in 

The St Andrew’s Church Magazine 

To advertise in this magazine please contact 

Chris Curchin 
 01536 711750   chris.curchin@ntlworld.com 

MARIAN AND RICHARD QUINNEY 

We shall be leaving Kettering to be with our daughter so 

Sunday 12
th
 June will be our last Sunday at St Andrews 

Tom has agreed that we can proved tea/coffee and  

cakes etc after the 10am service on that Sunday 

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO STAY  
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PENTECOST 

Pentecost, also called Whitsunday, (Pentecost comes from the  
Greek pentecostē, “50th day”) It is a major festival in the Christian 
church, celebrated on the Sunday that falls on the 50th day of 
Easter. The earliest possible date is May 10 (as in 1818), the latest 
is June 13 (as in 1943). It commemorates the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on the Apostles and other disciples following the Crucifixion, 
Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus Christ (Acts chapter 2), and it 
marks the beginning of the Christian church’s mission to the world. 

Traditionally the next day, Whit Monday, was a public holiday but 
since 1971 the holiday was fixed by statute on the last Monday in 
May and so is not always the day after Whitsunday. 

The Jewish feast of Pentecost (Shavuot) was primarily a 
thanksgiving for the first fruits of the wheat harvest, but it was later 
associated with a remembrance of the Law given by God to Moses 
on Mount Sinai. The church’s transformation of the Jewish feast to a 
Christian festival was thus related to the belief that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to the followers of Jesus was the first fruits of a new 
dispensation that fulfilled and succeeded the old dispensation of the 
Law. When the festival was first celebrated in the Christian church 
is not known, but it was mentioned in a work from the Eastern 
church, the Epistola Apostolorum, in the 2nd century. In the 3rd 
century it was mentioned by Origen, theologian and head of the 
catechetical school in Alexandria, and by Tertullian, Christian priest 
and writer of Carthage. 

In the early church, Christians often referred to the entire 50-day 
period beginning with Easter as Pentecost. Baptism was 
administered both at the beginning (Easter) and end (the day of 
Pentecost) of the Paschal season. Eventually, Pentecost became a 
more popular time for baptism than Easter in northern Europe, and 
in England the feast was commonly called White Sunday 
(Whitsunday) for the special white garments worn by the newly 
baptized.  

In The First Prayer Book of Edward VI (1549), the feast was 
officially called Whitsunday, and this name has continued in 
Anglican churches. In Catholic and other Western churches, priests 
often wear red vestments during Pentecost to symbolize the 
“tongues of fire” that descended on the disciples from the Holy 
Spirit; members of the congregation also wear red in some 
traditions, and the altar is commonly dressed in a red frontal cloth. 
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Art Group & Friends’ day out to the 
” Picasso & Modern British Art” exhibition at Tate Britain 

Despite the foul weather we were a merry bunch as we set off on 
the latest coach trip organised by St Andrews’ own creative genius- 
Michael McIntyre. 

We all have a fab time on these jaunts and once more were not 
disappointed.  Although we almost landing up at the “wrong” Tate as 
the coach driver assumed we were off to Tate Modern. So we had 
some bonus  sight- seeing –spotted St Pauls. Saw for the first time 
and hopefully the last; a very bleak Pentonville  Prison. Then a 
lovely ride alongside the Thames. 

Picasso of course is a love or loathe him type of artist but whatever 
your opinion of his work the exhibition was fascinating. His influence 
on the work of major British artists was vividly illustrated by the 
works on display. Paintings, sketches etc. from Sunderland, Lewis, 
Nicholson, Grant, Bacon Hockney and sculpture from Moore and 
Hepworth; and of course from the great man himself. What a 
privilege to be able to wander round gazing at such works “in the 
flesh” that we can normally only see in books  TV or our PC! (What 
would Picasso have made of the computer age-Cubism on an I-pod 
perhaps. After all what’s good enough for Hockney…..)  

When we were all “looked-out” there was still time for a cuppa and 
fancy cake in the very reasonably priced Tate restaurant. After that 
you still had chance to wander happily through the other galleries , 
revelling in Raphaelites, astounding at Abstracts, thrilling at Turners 
or what is your personal art turn on. Wonderful! 

Of course if art isn’t your thing then of course Michael’s coach trips 
enable you to have a really cheap day out. For just the price of a 
seat on the coach you can be driven straight into the centre of 
London  for sight-seeing, shopping; or as many of our group did, 
meet up with friends and family who live in London.   

Whatever you decide to do you’ll have a great day.   
Rosslyn  

From the Magazine 10 years ago 

Ed NOTE:  The art group is now on Friday mornings and is run by  
Jeff Pell (481559) and Stephen Burwell (524306) 
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Wed 1st 

10am Communion 

Thu 2nd 

 

Public holiday  

 

For more details on Arts Centre Events visit 
the website https://ketteringartscentre.com/ 

Fri 3rd 

 

Public holiday  

 

Sat 4th 

Art Centre Event 

Pentecost 

10am Sung Communion (choir) 

3pm Jubilee Tea etc. 

6:30 pm Festival Evensong 

Mon 6th 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 7th 

 

Wed 8th 
10am Communion 

12:30 ‘Old Boy’s’ 
Lunch 

Thu 9th 

Fri 10th 

 

7:30pm Arts Centre 
Event  

Sat 11th Trinity Sunday 
8am Said Communion 

10am Church Parade (band) 
Marian & Richard Quinney’s farewell  

All invited to stay for drinks/cakes after the service 

Mon 13th 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 14th Wed 15th 
10am Communion 

inc MU Communion 

Thu 16th 
 

Fri 17th Sat 18th 1st Sunday after Trinity 

10am Sung Communion (choir)  

 

4pm Connect 

Mon 20th 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 21st  Wed 22nd 

10am Communion 

Thu 23rd 

St Andrew’s  
Ladies visit to 
Redhill Lodge 

Fri 24th 

 

Sat 25th 

7pm Arts Centre 
Event - Songbirds  

2nd Sunday after Trinity 
8am Said Communion 

10am Morning Praise (band) 

Mon 27th 

10am A time to pray 

Tue 28th Wed 29th 

10am Communion 

MU visit to Maggie 
and Ivor’s garden 

Thu 30th 

JUNE 
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Fri 1st Sat 2nd 
11am-3pm - Ice 
Cream Festival 

3rd Sunday after Trinity 
10am Sung Communion (choir) 

 
 

Mon 4th 
10am A time to pray 

Tue 5th  Wed 6th 
10am Communion 

Thu 7th 
 

MU meeting 

Fri 8th 
 

Sat 9th 
 

4th Sunday after Trinity 
8am Said Communion 

10am Morning Praise (band) 

Mon 11th 
10am A time to pray 

Tue 12th 
 

Wed 13th 
10am Communion 

 

Thu 14th 
 

Fri 15th Sat 16th 
 

5th Sunday after Trinity 
10am Sung Communion (choir) 

 

4pm Connect 

Mon 18th 
10am A time to pray 

Tue 19th 
 

Wed 20th 
10am Communion 
inc MU Corporate 

Communion 
Seniors Lunch 

Thu 21st 

7:30pm  
St Andrew’s  

Ladies 

Fri 22nd 
 

Sat 23rd 
 

6th Sunday after Trinity 
8am Said Communion 

10am Morning Praise (band) 

 

Mon 25th 
10am A time to pray 

Tue 26th Wed 27th 
10am Communion 

Thu 28th 

Fri 29th Sat 30th 

2-5pm Yorkshire 
Garden Party 

 

7th Sunday after Trinity 
10am Communion (band) 

 

JULY 
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Notes from your PCC 
(Parochial Church Council) 

Thank you to all those who were able to attend the APCM on 8
th
 

May.  There were 43 church members present with 12 apologies 
and 3 observers.  A very good turnout indeed. 

As John Weaver was stepping aside after 6 years service it was the 
duty of the meeting to elect his successor.  Happily Barbara Carter 
stepped forward and was duly elected to serve alongside Christine 
Smith as your Churchwardens for the next 12 months. 

The meeting was sad to learn that 4 members of the PCC were 
stepping down; Brenda Weaver, Ros Goodfellow, Vicky Smith and 
Malcolm Robinson.  Rev Tom thanked them all for their service and 
presented gifts to Brenda and Ros.  Vicky and Malcolm were 
unable to attend but will receive a thankyou in due course. 

The PCC for the coming year is made up as follows: 

Ex officio: Rev Tom Houston, Don Merrifield, Margaret Bell,  
Claire Barber, Christine Smith and Barbara Carter. 

Deputy Churchwarden: David Carter 

Deanery Synod representatives: Jane Lawrence, John Weaver and 
Graham Dickenson 

PCC members: Clare Smith, Nick Maple, Suzanne McMinn, Gil 
Ogilvie, Kike Kane, Rosemary Harradine and Debbie Cox with new 
members being Ruth Connolly, Lucy Westley and Bethany Roberts. 
 

There have been 2 PCC meetings since the APCM; the first to elect 
the officers for the coming year and the second to cover business 
which could not wait until June’s meeting. 

I hope that in the not-too-distant future there will be a PCC 
noticeboard at the back of church where dates and minutes of the 
meetings can be displayed alongside the letters of thanks and 
receipts Treasurer Rosemary often receives following donations. 

Please do let me know if there is anything about the workings of 
your PCC you would like to know more about or if there is anything 
you would like me to take to a meeting. 

Debbie Cox  

(Secretary to St Andrew’s PCC) 
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St Andrew’s Ladies 

At our April Meeting Sheila Jolley talked about Kettering Library. It 

was built in 1904 when Andrew Carnegie provided money and 

plans for it. Andrew had gone to America to made his fortune and 

decided to have libraries built all over the world to help people (over 

2500 in total - 660 in the UK). He came to the opening and 

thousands came as well, even some from his home country of 

Scotland. There had been a library in Kettering before that but not 

in its own building. Before the pandemic there had been lots of 

activities in the library, free use of computers and rhyme time for 

pre school children to name a couple. It is going through building 

work at the moment but should be finished soon.  

Sheila got us in the mood by getting us to do music and movement, 

and singing a song with actions that she does with the children. 

Then she read a list of exam blunders, they were really funny. You 

can also renew your bus pass there, her comment was ‘use it or 

lose it’ to make sure we got good use of it. At the end we were 

given a free paperback to get us reading (some of us actually do 

read a lot). 

In May we went to the Lighthouse Theatre to see Steven 

Sondheim’s “Company”. It was a new venture for the KOS Musical 

Theatre Company and about  ten of us went including Sheila, our 

speaker from last month. The music was good, not many songs 

were well known but we all enjoyed it. 

Our May meeting was a most interesting and informative talk by 

Karen Hayes from Citizens Advice  

On June 23
rd

 We are going to spend the evening at Redhill Lodge 

Garden to look round, followed by refreshments. It is just outside of 

Barrowden, we have a map to help us find it as it is well hidden. 

Hopefully the weather will be kind to us.    

 Doreen Hancock  

I got a new pair of gloves today, but they’re both ‘lefts,’ which on the 
one hand is great, but on the other, it’s just not right.  
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ST ANDREW’S WALKING GROUP 

Motto: If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit (Galatians 5:25) 
 

The walking season is now in full flow and in April nine people walked 
through Weekley Hall Woods to Geddington and back stopping halfway 
at the Café Oak (other cafes are available but not in Geddington). We 
beat another walking group to the café by walking straight through a field 
of cows that, having a dog, they avoided. Graham amazed us with his 
cow whispering skills and had them literally eating out of his hand 
(suitably sanitised at the café). 
 

The May walks supported Christian Aid week 
and began on Saturday 14th May with 18 
adults, 2 children and one dog walking to 
Lyveden New Bield on a warm and sunny 
day. The return journey to the country park 
included a scramble over a gate, Grand 
National style, before all the walkers reached 
the finishing post. It ended on the afternoon 
of the following Sunday 22

nd
 May with a 

circuit around Harrington. Many thanks to all who supported the walks 
 

FUTURE WALKS 
Thursday 23rd June. Oundle to Ashton & Cotterstock river walk. 6 miles.  
Meet at East Road Long Stay car park in Oundle at 10am.  
Wednesday 29th June. Evening pub walk. Twywell Hills and Dales to 
Twywell and the Old Friar. 3.25 miles. Meet in Hills and Dales car park at 
6.15pm (or join us at the pub).  
Thursday 14th July. Lakes and River Loop. 6.25 miles. Stop near the 
end at Watermill Tea Rooms Woodford Mill, Ringstead. Meet at Kinewell 
Lake car park Ringstead at 9.30am. 
Friday 5th August. Annual tea and “cakewalk” along the River Ise to 
Warkton and Weekley. Various lengths - 4.25 miles (to Weekley) or 2.7 
miles (to Warkton only). Meet at 10 St Amandas Close at 1.30pm. Tea 
and cakes served after the walk. If you don’t want to walk just come for 
cake!  All welcome, but please tell us if you are coming. Many thanks.  

Rosalind and Malcolm Robinson  

01536 519741 robinson.malcolm@btinternet.com 
FOOTNOTE 
As advised by a farming friend many years ago, should you see a sheep 
on your walks, with its legs in the air, please push its back to roll it over 
as they cannot stand up from this position and usually, as a result, die.  

We did this recently for the second time in maybe 20 years and the 
sheep was very happy!  
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Christian Aid is vital in supporting people who are most affected 
by climate change – facing floods, drought, famine, extreme 
typhoons etc. It works with local groups who know what is 
needed in their country. It is also part of the DEC (Disasters 
Emergency Committee) currently raising funds for Afghanistan 
and Ukraine. 
 
Quizaid was back on 13

th
 May at Fuller Baptist Church, after a 3 

year gap! This is a joint town event organised by the Churches 
Together in Kettering Christian Aid committee. It was great to 
welcome 9 teams for the Quiz. Everyone seemed to enjoy the 
variety of quiz rounds as well as the homemade puddings! £344 
was raised.  
 
Two walks were arranged by St Andrew’s Walking Group: one 
on Saturday 14

th
 May to Lyveden New Bield from Fermyn 

Woods and back, and a circular walk round Harrington on 
Sunday 22

nd
 May. 

20 people came on the first walk with an age range from 3 to 
70+. These walks formed part of the 300,000 step challenge 
which some regular members of the walking group are involved 
in, as last year. 
 
Thank you to all those from St Andrew’s Church who supported 
Christian Aid in any way. If anyone has not had the opportunity 
to donate/sponsor those taking part in the 300,000 step 
challenge, the Just Giving page for St Andrew’s contributions is 
ongoing. Any donation would be gratefully received. 
Christian Aid – Just Giving page  https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/or171829kett 
 

Rosalind Robinson,  

Christian Aid rep. for St Andrew’s Church 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - MAY 15th-22nd 

Four fonts walked in to a bar.  
The bartender says; “Hey, we don’t want your type in here!” 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/or171829kett
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/or171829kett
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JUST FANCY THAT 
 

Why did the golfer bring an extra pair of trousers?  
In case he got a hole in one. 

 

Why did the scarecrow win an award? 
He was outstanding in his field. 

 

Why couldn’t the sailor learn his alphabet? 
He kept getting lost at C. 

 

Why did the invisible man turn down the job offer? 
He couldn’t see himself doing it. 

 

Why do ghosts like to ride in elevators? 
It lifts their spirits. 

 

Why are spiders so smart? 
They can find everything on the web. 

 

Why do cows have hooves and not feet? 
They lactose.  

 

What do you get when you cross a snowman and a vampire? 
Frostbite. 

 

Why is it a bad idea to eat a clock? 
It's too time-consuming. 

 

Why shouldn’t you write with a broken pencil? 
It’s pointless. 

 

Which Bible character was the best musician?  
Samson - he brought the house down.  

 

Where was Solomon’s Temple located?  
On the side of his head.  

 

What’s the difference between bird flu and swine flu? 
One requires tweetment and the other oinkment. 

 

How do you tell if a vampire is sick? 
See if he’s coffin. 
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Beavers and Cubs had a successful sleepover at McQueen House 
in Twywell.  It was on a space theme and they enjoyed activities 
like, icing biscuits to look like planets, a wide game in the dark, 
making rocket balloons, moon rock toss and several crafts.  We 
watched a film before bed and had a lovely walk to Twywell Hills 
and Dales on the Saturday Morning. 

Beavers earnt their Space badge after completing further work on a 
Tuesday evening.  They have also been working towards their 
community badge and builders badge.   They have also been 
learning First Aid. 

Cubs have completed their Road Safety badge, have been on a 
Town Trail and had a Lego evening, seeing who could build the 
biggest tower. 

Scouts have been brushing up on their skills including making a hot 
drink on Trangia’s, sewing on buttons, repairing a puncture. They 
have also enjoyed an evening at JLC doing Archery. 

All sections were able to join with the District at Wicksteed Park to 
celebrate St George’s Day.  Daniel Bathe was able to go to Windsor 
to collect his Queens Scout Award. 

Several adults from the group attended the County St Georges Day 
Award Ceremony, Mark one of our Scout Leaders was presented 
with the Silver Acorn award, this is awarded for exceptional service, 
Mark has been involved in several world jamborees, leading the last 
one and now holds a county appointment and Daniel and Adam 
were both presented with a commissioner commendation award for 
the work they did volunteering at the Corona Kitchen. A proud 
evening for the group. 

      Karen  (Group Scout Leader) 

Why is it that supermarkets charge the same for a Bag for Life  
irrespective of how old you are when you buy it?  
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Bishop of  
Peterborough 

A month of celebration 

Seventy years on the throne: our Queen is an 
amazing woman, totally committed to duty, 
honour, country and commonwealth, and to her 
Christian faith. Although her accession to the 
throne was in February, this is the month of 
celebration, and the time for us to honour our 
Queen and to thank God for her. 

Some people find public celebrations very easy, 
and love big events, street parties, mega 
concerts, and so on. Others prefer a quieter life. 
However, this is a unique national occasion, and we ought all to 
find ways to honour such a remarkable person and all that she has 
brought to our national life. 

From the first weekend of the month to the last, and June is also 
the month when we ordain new deacons and priests in the 
Cathedral. Not every parish is directly involved, but it should be a 
great cause of rejoicing for all of us that men and women, younger 
and older, are continuing to offer themselves for ordination in 
healthy numbers.  

Our selection process is quite rigorous, training takes several 
years, plus at least three years of on-the-job training as curates. It 
usually takes around eight years from someone first offering until 
they can be in charge of a parish or in an unsupervised chaplaincy 
role. Even through lockdown, we have had a steady stream of 
good candidates, and the future looks promising in terms of the 
availability of future clergy. 

In the middle of June, among other things, I will be presiding at 
confirmations, instituting a new vicar in a parish, dedicating major 
refurbishments in another church, spending a day in a rural multi-
parish benefice including a school visit, spending a morning with 
the group of people training to be licensed as Lay Ministers and 
Readers later in the year.  

In one way, these are just standard, “bread and butter” activities in 
my diary: but they are also signs of a church that is truly alive. That 
is something more to celebrate.  
Praise God!   

FROM THE DIOCESE 
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 Introducing Alison Booker the Archdeacon of Oakham 

On the 6th February 2022 I became the 
Archdeacon of Oakham, living in Peterborough 
and serving the parishes of 6 Deaneries – 
Peterborough, Oundle, Higham, Kettering, Corby 
and Rutland. I must be new as I’m still counting 
my time in weeks – rather than months! 

This is not a part of the world which I know as 
I’ve spent the last 10 years as the Vicar of 
between 5 and 9 villages in East Leicestershire 
which I really enjoyed, I was near the retreat house Launde Abbey, 
shared between Leicester and Peterborough Diocese so I still feel 
at home when I go to Launde Abbey although life generally now 
has less village life about it, less in the way of fete’s and village 
events, less working out how to get the large Christmas Tree into 
the small Church building and less sheep from my upstairs 
windows. 

I am someone who loves being outside, particularly in the 
countryside, I’m happiest when walking long distances – a good 
day is about 15 miles on a fresh, sunny and not too hot day – if 
there is a coffee and cake somewhere then so much the better.  
On the rare occasion that the weather is too wild for me to be 
outside (I really do most weathers – all you need is good kit!) then I 
can be found at my sewing machine – I made my daughters prom 
dress with her and the waistcoats for my youngest Son’s wedding 
with him as well as one or two jackets for myself which you’ll spot 
me wearing when I’m out and about. 

I’m settling into Archdeacon’s life and getting out into our parishes, 
being out on a Sunday morning and midweek evenings meeting 
people is one of my favourite parts of the role, I have a heart for 
Mission having a background particularly in Mission and 
Evangelism with young people and in rural places particularly. I 
enjoy leading collective worship in schools and there’s nothing 
better than the danger of standing in front of a primary school class 
and saying ‘any questions?’ 

I am looking forward to the places I will get to visit in the next few 
months with all their variety and the people I  
will be meeting – I am sure there will be  
exciting new places, challenging new  
questions and things I can’t even imagine!     Archdeacon of Oakham 
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Date 
Sides persons 

10am 
Welcomer 

10am 
Linen Silver  Cleaning 

05-Jun 
Jenny Coombs,   

 Val Cleaver 
Angie McPhee Val Cleaver 

Doreen Hancock  
 Cynthia Gunthorpe 

12-Jun 
Heather & Malcolm  

 Abrams 
Christine Smith   

19-Jun 
Christine Dornan, Clare 

 Smith,  Hilary Whitwell 
Clare Smith   

26-Jun 
John Mark Edmundson, 

 David Cox 
Debbie Cox   

03-Jul 
Sharon Craxton,  

 Terry Smith 
Beryl Maylan Jenny Coombs Hilary Whitwell 

10-Jul 
Ros Goodfellow,  

 Jane Lawrence 
Brenda Weaver   

17-Jul 
Doreen Hancock,  

 Maggie Jones 
Ros Goodfellow   

24-Jul 
Joy Morson,   

 Debbie Cox 
Karen Osborne   

31-Jul 
Ann Stockham,  

 Penny Payne 
John Mark    

07-Aug 
Jenny Coombs,   

 Val Cleaver 
Angie McPhee Christine Smith  

Doreen Hancock  
 Cynthia Gunthorpe 

Date Coffee after 10am service Church Cleaning 
05-Jun Maggie & Ivor Jones, Janis & Ian Bell Zoe and Lucy   

12-Jun Irene Clifford, Claire Smith, Kirsty Bathe Heather & Malcolm Abrams 

19-Jun St Andrews Ladies  Nick Maple 

26-Jun Rosalind Robinson, Fiona and Paul Sweeney Suzanne, Gil 

03-Jul Helen Roberts  Hugh Marks Christine and Terry Smith 

10-Jul Don and Sue Merrifield Don & Sue Merrifield 

17-Jul Ann Stockham, Penny Payne, Angela Curchin Ailish Avery & Sharon Craxton 

24-Jul Maggie & Ivor Jones, Janis & Ian Bell Rosalind & Malcolm Robinson 

31-Jul Irene Clifford, Claire Smith, Kirsty Bathe Tammy and Eva 

07-Aug St Andrews Ladies  Zoe and Lucy   

ROTAS 

If you are unable to fulfil  any of these please try and arrange a swap  
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Date  Intercessor Reader 1st Reading 2nd Reading 
5-June Pentecost Gareth Christine Acts 2:1-21 John 14:8-17 

12-Jun Trinity Romans 5:1-5 John 16 12-15 Uniformed Organisations 

19-Jun 1st Sun after Trinity Sylvia Sue Gal 3: 23 -end Luke 8:26-39 

26-Jun 2nd Sun after Trinity Brenda Roger  P Gal 5: 13-25 Luke 9:51-end 

03-Jul 3rd Sun after Trinity Julie Margaret Gal 6: 7-16 Luke 10:1-20 

10-Jul 4th Sun after Trinity John Julie Col 1:1-14 Luke 10:25-37 

17-Jul 5th Sun after Trinity Rosalind Peter Col 1:15-28 Luke 10:38-end 

24-Jul 6th Sun after Trinity Sue Gil Col 2:6-15 Luke 11:1-13 

31-Jul 7th Sun after Trinity Peter Ruth Col 3:1-11 Luke 12:13-21 

07-Aug 8th Sun after Trinity Margaret Beryl Heb 11 1-16 Luke 12: 32-40 

Date Church flowers 
05-Jun  Jubilee flowers 

12-Jun - 

19-Jun Doreen Hancock 

26-Jun Jill Dove 

03-Jul Deacon Family 

10-Jul - 

17-Jul Ros Goodfellow 

24-Jul Ann Stockham 

31-Jul Fiona Sweeney 

07-Aug Ros Goodfellow 

JUBILEE FLOWERS 
For the Jubilee weekend we will be 
decorating our windows with the theme of 
‘The Commonwealth’.  

Thank you to everyone who has offered to 
help and also to the younger members for 
colouring in the commonwealth flags. 

I will be in church on Thursday 2nd June 
4:30 - 6:30pm and Friday 3rd June 10:30 - 
11:30am for people to set up their displays 

Penny 

Jubilee Flower Areas  
Window/

Area 
Country Group 

2 Australia Scouts 

3 Canada Walking Group 

MU Area Pakistan Mother’s Union 

6 Ceylon (Sri Lanka) Music 

7 UK Social & Sewing Groups 

8 South Africa Art Group 

9 New Zealand St Andrews Ladies 

10 India Guides 

Other flower displays for Whitsun  
in Red & White  

Penny Payne, Debbie Cox 
Sandra Reid & Jill Dove  

 I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. It’s impossible to put down.  
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PAUL KERENSA: THE FIRST BROADCAST  
The Battle for the Beeb in 1922 

Fri 10th June  7.30pm (doors 6.45pm) 

 

 ROB HALLIGAN - ALWAYS HEADING HOME 

EWAN CAMERON - Low Whistles 

 Wed 15th June  7:30pm (doors 6.45pm) 

 All ages 
 

More details on the events are on the Arts Centre Website 
https://ketteringartscentre.com/ 

One day an angel appeared to Adam in the Garden of Eden. The angel 
said, “Adam, I’ve got great news. God is going to create something 
wonderful for you.” Adam said, “Oh, what is it? 

The angel said, “It’s not an “it,” it’s a “she.” God is going to make 
something called a woman.” The angel continued, “This is going to be 
wonderful. This woman will be made to be a lot like you physically, only 
much more beautiful. She will live to serve you at all times. When you are 
tired, she’ll give you a massage. When you are hungry, she’ll feed you. 
She’ll clean your house, come and bow down to you in the morning and 
when you return from working in the garden in the evening“. The angel 
continued, “she will never argue with you or complain. She wont nag you 
or talk back to you either. For every command you give her, she’ll simply 
reply, “yes master.” and tend to your every desire.” 

Adam had a sparkle in his eye and said with excitement, “Wow, that 
sounds amazing. I’d really like to have something like that. But what’s it 
going to cost me?” The angel said, “Well Adam, it’s going to cost you an 
arm and a leg.” 

Adam thought about it for a while, and then replied, “What can I get for 
just a rib?” 

Is Atheism a non-prophet organization? 
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Jack Warwick Funeral Services 

A funeral plan leaves nothing 
to chance and provides 
peace of  mind for you and 
those you care about  

We recommend Independent Way funeral plans 
from Golden Charter, the UK’s largest provider of  
plans to independent funeral directors like us. 

Taking out a funeral 

plan is one of the most 

thoughtful decisions 

you could make  

Ask for more information today 

Jack Warwick Funeral Services  
2a Wallis Road, Kettering, Northants, NN15 6NX 

Call (01536) 485635 

With an Independent Way funeral  
plan you’ll benefit from: 

• Protection against rising funeral costs 

• Reassurance for your family - no  

uncertainty or difficult decision 

• Complete flexibility to choose the  

funeral you want 

THE Independent Way 
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ST ANDREW’S PARISH CHURCH 

Website: www.standrewskettering.org 
Email: clergy.standrewskettering@gmail.com 

MINISTRY TEAM 

 Vicar - Rev Tom Houston 
St Andrew’s Vicarage, Lindsay Street, NN16 8RG 

revtomhouston@gmail.com - 601564  

 
Rev Roger Brown 
revbrown@btinternet.com  

INTERN:  
Claire Barber  
claireintern.standrews@outlook.com   

READERS 
Margaret Bell  
mbellnco@talktalk.net 

 
Don Merrifield  
donandsuemerrifield@gmail.com 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Barbara Carter 
barbara.northants@gmail.com   358397 

 
Christine Smith 
christinesmith483@btinternet.com  483270  

DEPUTY CHURCHWARDEN 
David Carter  dc.northants@gmail.com  

PCC APPOINTMENTS 

SAFEGUARDING: Kirsty Bathe 
safeguard.standrewskettering@gmail.com   

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER Brian Reid 
1953breid@gmail.com 

   712034 

WORSHIP BAND LEADER Jeremy Carter 
carter.northants@ntlworld.com 

   358397 

PCC SECRETARY Debbie Cox  
sec.standrewskettering@gmail.com   

PCC TREASURER  Rosemary Harradine                     312396 
harradinerosemary@gmail.com   

COMMUNITY AND FELLOWSHIP TEAM  Malcolm Robinson                         519741 
robinson.malcolm@btinternet.com 

PASTORAL TEAM pastoralstandrewschurch@gmail.com   601564  

CHURCH MAGAZINE 

EDITOR  Roger Payne rjpayne158@yahoo.com            722419 
mag.standrewskettering@gmail.com   

ADVERTISING SECRETARY 
Chris Curchin 
chris.curchin@ntlworld.com 

711570 

We hope to publish the August/September magazine on 29
th
 July 

Deadline for written copy 17
th 

July  -  Deadline for emailed copy 24
th 

July 
mag.standrewskettering@gmail.com 

The editor reserve the right to edit articles to aid clarity or to fit the available space 
This months magazine was compiled by Hugh Marks  


